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ABSTRACT The inheritance of famous old traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) doctors plays an es-
sential role in the fields of TCM research. Qualitative interviews allow for subjectivity and individuality with-
in clinical experience as well as academic ideas of doctors, making it a potential appropriate research
method for inheritance of famous old TCM doctors. We summarized current situations of inheritance re-
search on famous old TCM doctors, and then discussed the feasibility of applying qualitative interviews in
inheritance of famous old TCM doctors. By combining our experience in research on inheritance of fa-
mous old TCM doctors, we gave some advice on study design, interview implementation, data transcrip-

tion and analyses, and report writing, providing a reference for further relevant research.
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