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Effects of Moxibustion on Renal Pathology of Focal Segmental Glomerulosclerosis Rats
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ABSTRACT Objective To observe the effect of moxibustion on the renal pathology in model rats
of focal segmental glomerulosclerosis (FSGS). Methods FSGS rat model was established and randomly
divided into the model group, the losartan group, the BL-23 ( Shenshu) moxibustion group and the BL-17
(Geshu) moxibustion group,11 in each group.The normal group and sham group were also setup.The
losartan group was intragastrically administered with losartan once daily while the BL-23 and the BL-17
moxibustion group were treated with moxibustion according to the different duration (10 min, 20 min,or
30 min per acupoint)every other day.The sham group and the model group were fixed as the moxibustion
group once every two days. After 12 weeks, the renal pathological changes were observed, glomerulo-
sclerosis index ( GSI), capillary diameter, area of mesangial matrix, cross-sectional area of capillary
loop,and relative area of mesangial matrix were analyzed. Results The kidney tissue of rats in the mod-
el group, the losartan group and the moxibustion group showed varying degrees of glomerular sclerosis.
Compared with the model group,GSI and relative area of mesangial matrix decreased, capillary diameter
and cross-sectional area of capillary loop increased in the treatment groups (P <0.01); the area of me-
sangial matrix decreased in the losartan group and the BL-17 (30 min)group(P <0.05, P <0.01). Conclu-
sion Moxibustion could improve the pathological changes of FSGS rats model,inhibit or prevent the ex-
tracellular matrix accumulation and glomerulosclerosis.
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