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ABSTRACT Since October 2015, the State Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine approved
the establishment of the project of clinical application guidelines of Chinese medicines for the treatment of
common diseases (SATCM-2015-BZ[402]), recommendations for the preparation of guidelines for the
clinical application of Chinese medicines were issued by a commitment unit, China Association of Tradi-
tional Chinese Medicine (CATCM) Guideline Working Group ( GZYX[2016]96). More than a year of explo-
ration and practice by a total of the first 14 working groups on guidelines for the common diseases, these
recommendations for the preparation of guidelines have now been updated and revised. More unified guid-
ing principles and standards of reporting are set up, which include principles of the compilation ( evi-
dence-based, consensus, supplemented by experience), classes of scientific evidence ( I ,1I,1,IV)
and predefined levels of recommendation (A,B,C,D). These principles and standards as well as others
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listed below should be used for all working groups that aim at recommending Chinese medicines within

the framework of the CATCM working group.
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