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ABSTRACT Literatures of acupuncture clinical researches on depression were collected in recent
10 years. Authors tried to analyze them fully in terms of diagnosis standard, exclusion and inclusion crite-
ria, acupoints selection, acupuncture parameters, and outcome evaluation belonged to the contents of
clinical guidelines diagnosis and treatment manual. The results showed there was no consistent conclu-
sion to guide clinical practice effectively. Therefore, authors proposed possible directions for develop-
ment of acupuncture clinical researches that to form guidelines with acupuncture and moxibustion medi-
cine characteristics based on verifying its effectiveness and to optimize and improve clinical effects con-
tinuously. During the process of research, data mining technology and basic research can be employed
and utilized, and ultimately maintain sustainable develop in accordance with the model "clinical verifica-
tion and experimental research — mining rules, forming and optimizing guidelines - further clinical verifi-
cation and experimental research promotion -..".
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