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ABSTRACT The Tibetan Medical Painting (Sman thang ) is a set of medical teaching tool created
and drawn by the Tibetan people in the 17th century AD, which is also a rare cultural relic and art treas-
ure. A total of 79 paintings were created during the reign of the 5th Dalai Lama (1617 —1682) and were in-
augurated, designed and sponsored by his regent ( Sde srid), Sangye Gyatso ( Sangs rgyas rgya
mtsho) . During the reign of the 13th Dalai Lama (1876 —1933), this Set of Tibetan Medical Painting was
increased to 80 plates when copied. At the end of the 20th century, Jampa Trinley (Byams pa’phrin las) ,
a famous Tibetan scholar of Tibetan medicine wrote that the 80th painting collected by the Tibetan Cultural
Relics Management Committee at Norbulingka was created by Sangye Gyatso himself, evidenced by his
14 slokas of Tibetan verses and his personal seal at the back of this plate. However, the 80th painting in
all Set of Tibetan Medical Painting published in China so far, including the one by Tibetan Cultural Relics
Management Committee itself, all failed to prove that it was indeed created by Sde srid himself. This
pending case still needs further investigation.
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