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Modern Interpretation of the Theoretical System of Chinese Medicine Syndrome Treatment in Pan-
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ABSTRACT There is no specific record of pancreas and pancreatic cancer in the ancient Chinese
medicine(CM) literatures. The description of pancreas is scattered in the records of “Sangao”, “Cui”
and “Long-guan”. Similar records of pancreatic cancer are seen in “Ji-ju(accumulation)” and “Fuliang
(mass located in the upper or lower abdomen). Theory of visceral outward manifestation is the core theo-
retical system of CM. The pathological features of the organs are very different which result the complete-
ly different therapeutic principle and method. The lack of the theory of Zang-fu viscera properties of pan-
creas in Chinese ancient literatures directly affects the treatment of pancreatic diseases including pan-
creatic cancer. This paper systematically collates the theoretical system of CM syndromes and treatment
of pancreatic cancer, and clarifies that pancreatic exocrine physiology synthesizes and excretes pancre-
atic juice to participate in digestion as a physiological function, conforms to the characteristics of “six-Fu
transmissions without accumulation” ,Zang-fu viscera properties of the pancrea belongs to “Fu”. The pa-
thology of pancreatic cancer is consistent with the characteristics of “Fu-viscera excess”, and is char-
acterized by qi dysfunction and prone to dampness and heat, the treatment is in line with the characteris-
tics of “six Fu-organs unobstructed in function, to be reduced to harmony,” and “six Fu-organs unobstr-
ucted as supplements”. Clearing heat and resolving dampness, activating gi and purging Fu-organs are
the main principles for treatment. It has important clinical guidance and reference value.

KEYWORDS pancreatic cancer; theory of visceral outward manifestation; Fu-viscera excess;
damp and hot accumulate knot; clear heat and resolve dampness
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