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ABSTRACT Chinese medicine (CM) and Western medicine (WM) can be divided into etiological
treatment and symptomatic treatment. Although they hold different understandings toward etiology and
symptoms, they have the same essence in dialectical materialism. Since their theories can complement
with each other, they have their own advantages in terms of etiological treatment and symptomatic treat-
ment. Therefore, it is conducive to streamlining medication and improving curative effect according to
their relative advantages, such as etiological treatment in WM and symptomatic treatment in CM,
etiological treatment in CM and symptomatic treatment in WM, etiological treatment in integrated tradition-
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al Chinese and Western medicine (ITCWM) and symptomatic treatment in ITCWM.
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