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Formulating Clinical Questions in Clinical Practice Guidelines for Traditional Chinese Medicine
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ABSTRACT Determining clinical questions is the most important step in the development of clinical
practice guidelines (CPGs) ; it directly determines the scope of the literature search and the number of
recommendations, and therefore determines the size of the content of CPGs. Due to the particularity of
traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) research, the clinical questions of TCM are more complicated, which
makes it more difficult for TCM CPGs developers to formulate clinical questions in CPGs. This article in-
troduces the process of proposing, constructing and optimizing clinical questions in CPGs to provide as a

reference for CPGs developers in TCM.
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