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ABSTRACT Objective To analyse the research status of Chinese medicine for chronic prostatitis
(CP) in more than 40 years by knowledge mapping method,and discuss the future development direction.
Methods The related papers from Jan, 1976 to the present (Aug,2020) were searched in CNKI,Wanfang
Data and VIP database respectively with “CP” as the research topic. The year of publication,authors  key
words of the literature were visualized through collaborative network, keyword clustering, keyword co-oc-
currence and other methods by CiteSpace and VOSviewer software. Results Totally 3 144 literatures were
retrived,and the volume of annual publications showed an upward trend. At present, several stable re-
search teams have been formed,but the cooperation was not close. Keywords analysis showed that in the
field of Chinese medicine for CP, a lot of studies on the etiology and pathogenesis, mechanism research,
clinical diagnosis and drug treatment had been carried out, and those mainly focused on the clinical effi-
cacy, which had gradually changed from laboratory indicators such as prostatic fluid to the treatment con-
cept of symptom improvement. Conclusion By using the research method of knowledge graph, it intui-
tively showed the general situation of the research of Chinese medicine for CP in the past 40 years, thus
providing reference for the studies of Chinese medicine for CP.

KEYWORDS chronic prostatitis ; knowledge mapping; CiteSpace; VOSviewer; visualization analysis;
Chinese medicine
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