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ABSTRACT Objective To visually analyze the research hotspots of network pharmacology (NP ) in
the field of Chinese medicine (CM ), and to provide reference for the development of related research in the
future. Methods This study included NP literatures related to the field of CM published in China National
Knowledge Infrastructure ( CNKI ) and Web of Science (WOS ) before May 2020. Endnote X9.1 was used for
literature management, and CiteSpace 5.6 R5 software analyzed the number of documents, keywords, research
institutions, authors and co-citation in this field in the form of knowledge map. Results Totally 1 331 Chinese
and 313 English literatures were included in this study. The number of NP research papers in CM related fields
had increased significantly since 2017. The domestic teams with WANG Bo-long, QIN Xue-mei and WU Jia-rui
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as the core had the largest number of articles published in Chinese journals, and WANG Yong-hua's team was in
the leading position in the publication of English documents. The domestic literature showed the characteristics of
close cooperation between CM universities and affiliated institutions, while the English literature had more frequent
cross regional cooperation. The literature keyword analysis showed that, the research hotspots of NP in the field
of CM mainly focused on diseases such as malignant tumors, coronary heart disease, diabetes and osteoporosis
at present. The research objects of NP in the field of CM showed a progressive trend of single drug, drug pair,
compound prescription and the like. The co-cited visualization results showed that the highly cited literatures in
this field mostly focused on the database and methods and principles of NP in CM research. Conclusions The
number of studies on NP in the field of CM is on the rise. Malignant tumors, coronary heart disease, diabetes,
osteoporosis and other diseases are the research hotspots of NP in the field of CM. At present, the research
on NP in the field of CM mostly stays at the level of theoretical prediction, most of which are lack of verification.
Mechanism prediction and experimental verification combined with other bioinformatics technologies may be the
future research trend.
KEYWORDS network pharmacology; Chinese medicine; CiteSpace; research hotspots; visual analysis
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