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ABSTRACT Objective To collect and organize ancient medical records on senile dementia, to
summarize ancient physicians' understanding of senile dementia, to supplement the theory of etiology and
pathogenesis, to explore the law of syndrome differentiation, thus providing bibliographic reference for clinical
practice. Methods Taking the fifth edition of "Chinese Medical Classics" as the main scope, and the online
APP "Hantang Collection Database" and "Chaoxing Books" as reference and supplements, search for keywords
such as "forgetfulness, dementia, delusion, and ignorance" to collect relevant medical records. An improved
analytic hierarchy process ( AHP ) was carried out on medical records, and the weighted diagnosis and treatment
experience was summarized. Results From high to low, the total weighted frequency of visceral syndrome
differentiation was in the order of Xin-Shen incoordination, lack of Xin-blood, and phlegm-fire moistening Xin.
The weighted total frequency of syndrome differentiation of gi, blood, and body fluid was sequenced from high to
low as phlegm syndrome, insufficient body fluid, deficiency of both qgi and blood. The weighted total frequency of
syndrome differentiation of deficiency and excess from high to low was sequenced as deficiency syndrome, mixed
syndrome of deficiency and excess, and excess syndrome. The weighted total frequency of the organs involved
from high to low was sequenced as Xin, Gan, Dan, and so on. The treatment was mainly based on tonics,
tranquilizers, and heat-clearing drugs, and 33 traditional Chinese medicines such as Polygala, Ophiopogon
japonicus, and Semen Zizyphi Spinosae appear frequently. Conclusions Senile dementia is mainly based on
deficiency syndrome and is especially common with yin deficiency, and the disease location is mainly in Xin. There
are two notable characteristics in the correspondence between prescriptions and syndromes: the first is that it is
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mainly located in Xin, and the most medicines go to the lung meridian; the second is that yin deficiency and blood

deficiency are mostly seen, and the medicines focus on invigorating gi and supplementing yang.

KEYWORDS senile dementia; medical cases; analytic hierarchy process; weighted assignment
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