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ABSTRACT To discuss the pathogenesis of Alzheimer’s disease (AD), we summarized the mech-
anisms of treating AD animal models by acupuncture from literatures in recent years as follows. Senile
dementia rats’ cognitive capabilities and memory could be improved by reduction of B-amyloid protein,
attenuation of excessive phosphorylation of tau protein, regulation of center neurotransmitter dysme-
tabolism, oxidation of anti-free radicals, reduction of neuron apoptosis in the cortex and the hippocam-
pus, inhibition of glial cells’ differentiation, adjustment of G protein signaling transduction,and improve-
ment of the mitochondrial dysfunction, thus providing experimental evidence for treating AD by acupunc-

ture.
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