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ABSTRACT Objective To explore the clinical roles of Jiawei Shentong Zhuyu Decoction (JSZD)
in preventing the occurrence of failed back surgery syndrome (FBSS), and to observe its effect on ser-
um tumor necrosis factor-a (TNF-a). Methods Totally 100 patients prepared for surgical operation due
to lumbar intervertebral disc herniation were randomly assigned to the treatment group and the control
group according to random number table, 50 cases in each group. Patients in the treatment group addi-
tionally took JSZD, one dose per day, taken in two portions, once in the morning and once in the evening.
Those in the control group took Celecoxib Capsule (200 mg each time, once per day) and Mecobalamin
Tablet (0.5 mg each time, 3 times per day). They only took Mecobalamin Tablet from the 11th day. All
patients were treated for 30 days. Japanese Orthopaedic Association (JOA) score was performed before
treatment, at week 1, after treatment, at 6 months of followed-ups, and at 12 months of followed-ups.
And the levels of TNF-a in the peripheral blood were observed before treatment and at one month after
treatment. Results  Totally 93 patients completed the followed-up study. The JOA scores were improved
after treatment, at 6 and 12 months of followed-ups (P <0.05, P <0.01). The JOA score at 6 months of
followed-ups was superior in the treatment group to that of the control group (P <0. 05). Five patients (ac-
counting for 10. 6% ) suffered from FBSS in the treatment group, while 9 (accounting for 19.6% ) suffered
from FBSS in the control group. The treatment group was superior to the control group (P <0.05). The TNF-
a level was improved after treatment in the two groups. Of them, the improvement of TNF-« in the treatment
group was better than that of the control group (P <0.05). Conclusion The application of JSZD was effec-
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tive for preventing the occurrence of FBSS, and improved the serum TNF-«a level.
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