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ABSTRACT Objective To explore combination rules of Chinese herbal prescriptions from effective
cases for treatment of unstable angina (UA). Methods Prescription data from 156 UA patients effectively
treated at Cardiovascular Diseases Centre of Xiyuan Hospital were analyzed using complex network method.
Results According to multi-scale analysis of backbone network and pointwise mutual information analysis,
core prescriptions from the 156 UA patients were presented as follows :Rhizoma Ligustici wallichii,Radix Pae
oniae rubra, Radix Codonopsis, Rhizoma Pinelliae, poria, and Angelica sinensis . Meanwhile, core couplet
medicines for these patients covered Rhizoma Ligustici wallichii and Radix paeoniaerubra, Angelica sinensis
and Rhizoma Ligustici wallichii, Radix Codonopsis and Rhizoma Ligustici wallichii, Rhizoma Ligustici wallichii
and Rhizoma Pinelliae , Rhizoma Atractylodis Macrocephalae and poriacocos, Bulbus Allii Macrostemi and RhF
zoma Pinelliae . Among different primary symptoms, there was slightly difference in core prescriptions. Conclu-
sion The core prescriptions for the treatment of UA include blood-activating drug, phlem-resolving drugs. As
an exploration of combination rules of Chinese herbal prescriptions in treating UA based on complex network,
it can be used as a reference for further researches.
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